University of South Carolina

Scholar Commons
March

2014

3-19-2014

The Daily Gamecock, Wednesday, March 19, 2014
University of South Carolina, Office of Student Media

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarcommons.sc.edu/gamecock_2014_mar

Recommended Citation
University of South Carolina, Office of Student Media, "The Daily Gamecock, Wednesday, March 19, 2014"
(2014). March. 7.
https://scholarcommons.sc.edu/gamecock_2014_mar/7

This Newspaper is brought to you by the 2014 at Scholar Commons. It has been accepted for inclusion in March by
an authorized administrator of Scholar Commons. For more information, please contact digres@mailbox.sc.edu.

dailygamecock.com
UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH CAROLINA

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 19, 2014

VOL. 114, NO. 38 l SINCE 1908

Carolina Ball
to raise money
for Childress
Graduating students
hope to keep event
going every year
Hannah Jeffrey

NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Photos by Jeremy Marshall Harkness / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

The Russell House Ballroom was full of dancing and presentations Tuesday night that celebrated diversity.

World Night celebrates diversity
Students represent variety
of cultures, traditions
Kelley Kennedy

NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

There was a flurry of colorful outfits
and international food inside the Russell
House Ballroom on Tuesday as students,
faculty and Columbia residents gathered
for the 15th annual World Night.
Co-sponsored by the International
Student Association and the Office of
International Student Services, the free
event showcased the diversity of USC
students by featuring multicultural
performances and serving international
cuisine.
“It helps people broaden their minds.

As a USC freshman, I think we need
more diversity on campus,” said Cho-fei
Huang, a first-year business student who
performed a Taiwanese rap song.
The event also presented the final
rou nd of t he M r. a nd M s. World
USC Pageant. Contestants had the
opportunity to represent their native
countries and to connect with other
participants from multiple backgrounds.
“It has really meant a lot to me because
I got to meet people from different
organizations and nationalities and
to build connections,” said contestant
Braylin Starks, a first-year psychology
student.
At the end of the evening, the audience
chose Rahul Singh, representing India,
and Cr ystal McRae, represent ing

Guyana, as Mr. and Ms. World 2014.
Ot her st udents also represented
t heir backg rou nds in a variet y of
performances. Spectators were treated
with a puppet show from the French
Club, a demonstration of southeast
A sian mart ial arts by Dark Horse
Esk rima and a limbo dance led by
Students Associated for Latin America,
or SALA, that threw the audience into
a frenzy.
The event was also packed with dance
routines, including performances by
Swype and Gamecock Bhangra.
Several of t he pieces involved a
synthesis of multiple cultures. Norwin
Chamok, Hilal A l-saadi and Fazle
Rabbi performed a twist on the famous
WORLD • 9

Report of leak empties building

Jeremy Marshall Harkness / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Main Street was blocked in front of the Horizon building
Tuesday morning following a report of a chemical leak,
according to Brick Lewis, Columbia Fire Department
spokesman.
Lewis said that the department received the report at
about 9:15 a.m. After sending crews inside, the department

determined that there was no leak and that the building was
clear. Traffic in the area was snarled by the road closure, and
cars were redirected away from Horizon, forcing cars to use
side streets in order while crews worked.
—Compiled by Sarah Martin, Assistant News Editor
DG

Benefit events are anything
but rare in Washington, where
philanthropists and politicians get
dolled up and donate to all sorts of
causes and charities.
After Alex Facciobene, a fourthyear finance student, and a few
friends went to the Capitol Ball
there and saw how successful the
model was, they dreamed up the
Carolina Ball, an annual event to
raise money for a South Carolina
cause they found worthy.
Last year, the first Carolina
Ball brought in 250 attendees and
$15,000 in ticket sales, which was
donated to Palmetto Health.
This year, the cause is even
closer to the USC community.
The proceeds from this year’s
ball will go to Martha Childress,
the first-year business student
who was paralyzed when she was
struck by a stray bullet in Five
Points last fall.
This Friday, 701 Whaley will
put on the ritz with a full open bar,
light hors d’oeuvres and live music
for $40 per ticket. Facciobene said
they decided to bring ticket costs
down from since college students
are their main audience.
Fa c c iob e ne h a s wo r k e d
w it h fou r t h-yea r sp or t a nd
enter t a i n ment m a n agement
student Tyler Winters , fourthy e a r f i n a nc e s t ude nt Br e t t
Bowman and fourth-year finance
student Beau Dorton since last
year to plan the event they hope
will become an annual gathering.
R o n Jo h n s o n , C h i ld r e s s’
stepfather, said Martha and her
family were thrilled when they
were approached a few months
ago with the idea of holding the
ball in Martha’s honor.
“T hey wa nted to f i nd a
worthwhile charitable recipient
for their second ball and said they
were touched by Martha’s story,”
Johnson said, “so we said that’d be
wonderful.”
Childress is getting excited for
Friday, Johnson said, especially
after she went and got a new dress
for the occasion.
L a s t y e a r, t he e v e nt w a s
restricted to those over 21 years
old, but the organizers decided to
change that this year so Childress
and her friends could come and
enjoy the event as well.
Facciobene said the founders
have been working closely with
the Five Points Association, which
encompasses several businesses in
Five Points, many of which have
agreed to donate to the cause.
Event s have been pla n ned
throughout the week to sell as
many tickets as possible in order
to get as close as possible to the
600 ticket goal, Facciobene said.
Tickets will be raff led off at
Pinch’s bingo night Wednesday,
and Breaker’s will offer drink
specials with the purchase of a
ticket Thursday night.
And in order to increase the
size of the contribution to the
Ch ild ress fa m ily, t he g roup
became a registered non-profit
in South Carolina, which allows
them to accept tax-deductible
donations, Facciobene said.
Johnson said the donations
raised by the ball will help offset
the cost of a car Childress family
has purchased that she’ll be able
to drive.
C h i ld re s s pla ns to ret u r n
to USC for the fall semester;
Johnson said they’ve already paid
the deposit and found a fourbedroom, handicap-accessible
house for her.
Since all four Carolina Ball
BALL • 9
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Softball seeks revenge on Golden Gophers
Gamecocks look to build off 1st
conference victories over weekend
J.P. West
The South Carolina softball team
(17-8, 2-4 SEC) hits the field again today
to take on the No. 16 Minnesota Golden
Gophers (21-3), a team that bested them
11-4 about a month ago in the Arizona
State Louisville Slugger Invitational.
Though South Carolina matched the
Gophers hit-for-hit, Minnesota jumped
on the Gamecocks early, taking a 7-0
lead in the second inning, a deficit the
team wasn’t able to recover from. This
time around, freshman Kaylea Snaer
is sure her teammates will be able to
convert some of those hits into runs this
time.
“We need to be able to get those
timely hits and string together some
runs, but the biggest thing we need to
do to beat them is to play good defense,”
Snaer said. “That being said, we are
definitely ready to beat Minnesota. We
know what they have in store for us, and
we’re ready for them.”
After starting the season hot with a
14-4 record, the Gamecocks fell back
to Earth some after they started SEC
play, going 2-4 in 6 games. That mark
includes being swept by No. 7 Alabama a
little over a week ago.
On the bright side, however, the team
was able to win a hard-fought series
against a highly ranked Texas A&M
squad over the weekend, which is a big
accomplishment and exactly what coach
Beverly Smith has started to expect out

of her team.
Senior Ashlyn Masters lifted the
team to its first conference win of the
season against the Aggies, ripping a
two-run home run in the bottom of the
seventh inning to win game two 2-1.
The Gamecocks dropped three runs on
Texas A&M in the first inning of game
three and added one more in the fifth
inning to win the game and the series.
The Aggies would push two runs across
in the top of the seventh inning, but it
wasn’t enough.
Snaer did concede that while the
team’s play these past couple weeks hasn’t
necessarily been up to par, there is light
at the end of the tunnel, even with the
toughest part of the season yet to come.
“We were pleased to have taken the
series against Texas A&M for our home
opener but still have a job to do against
the best of the SEC teams,” Snaer said.
“We didn’t get the best start against
Alabama, but that will not determine
how we will finish the rest of our season.”
When asked how the team’s goals
for t he season were aligning wit h
their current performances, Snaer
acknowledged that many of the team’s
aspirations lie at the end of the season
and haven’t been decided yet.
At t he beginning of t he season,
during spring training, there seemed
to be a consensus, especially among the
seniors, that the NCAA tournament was
the goal, followed closely by excellent
conference play. The two are usually a
package deal, which makes every game
all the more crucial.
DG
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Kaylea Snaer (12) said the team can beat Minnesota after falling 11-4 earlier this season.

Weather drives practice indoors

Track looks
to impress in
outdoor season
Scheper lands first team AllAmerica recognition
Patrick Ingraham

SPORTS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM
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Brison Williams (12) will be one of the few experienced starters in the Gamecocks’ defensive backfield this season.

Lamin adjusting to
speed of SEC
Tanner Abel

SPORTS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

It might be chilly out, but that
didn’t keep the Gamecock football
team’s spring pract ices from
getting underway. The weather
forced the team to move its second
practice of the spring indoors on
Tuesday.
But indoors or out, the team has
a lot of changes to adjust to before
the season kicks off in the fall.
The defensive side of the ball
will see the most changes for next
season, especially on the defensive
line and in the defensive backfield.
Defensive coordinator Lorenzo
Ward said it was hard to get a read
on the defensive linemen because
they were only in shorts, but that
they were moving around well.
One new face that Gamecock
supporters will see next season
is redshirt sophomore defensive
t ack le A bu La m i n, a Nor t h
Carolina native who transferred
from junior college.
“A b u i s r e a l s t r o n g, r e a l
powerful; he’s got a great punch,”
Ward said. “He’s just got to learn
what we’re doing, but he’s got a lot
of promise.”
Lamin has already not iced
the difference of SEC football
as opposed to the junior college
level.
“It’s really fast, really intense,
definitely new,” he said. “I’ve
never seen anything like it.”
Lamin spoke to t he media
with No. 99 on his jersey, the
number of the last year’s first team

All-SEC and second team AllAmerican defensive tackle, Kelcy
Quarles, who left a year early to
enter the upcoming NFL draft.
The redshirt sophomore said he
did not choose the number, but to
him, it means he must perform.
La m i n added t h at he felt
“blessed” to join the team early for
spring practice and that there are
many exciting things about being
a Gamecock.
“For one, I worked harder than
I’ve ever worked before,” he said.
“Just the atmosphere here, it’s
great. I’m back in the Carolinas,
and I love it.”
O t her c h a nge s a long t he
defensive line include redshirt
ju nior Cedrick Cooper, who
has made the transition from
linebacker to defensive end. At
6 feet 2 inches and 226 pounds,
Ward likes his athleticism at the
position, but he wants the redshirt
junior to put on more weight.
Redshirt sophomore defensive
end Darius English has made
big strides in that department.
English told reporters that he is
now 248 pounds after weighing
225 pounds around this time last
year. His goal is to put on about
10 more pounds before the season,
he said.
There is a lot of inexperience at
the cornerback position, with the
top three Gamecock corners from
last season leaving school.
South Carolina currently lists
redshirt senior Sidney Rhodes
and redshirt sophomore Rico
McWilliams as the starters at the
position on its depth chart. Ward
said redshirt freshman Ali Groves
will work alongside them, but he
is taking practice lightly right now

with a shoulder injury.
Sophomore Jamari Smith is
also expected to see time as a
cornerback and perhaps become
the starter. Fans might remember
seeing Smit h at tailback last
season, running wild in a blowout
against Coastal Carolina.
Smith said he is picking up the
defense pretty well and is taking
mental reps when he is not out
on the field. He has received a lot
of help from senior safety Brison
Williams.
“He (Brison) knows the defense
more than anybody on the team
right now,” Smith said. “I ask
him as many questions as I can to
get it out of him, and he’s a great
mentor.”
W il l ia ms has been t a k i ng
reps with the first team at safety
and wit h t he second team at
cornerback, according to Ward.
His knowledge of the defense
and his versatility could prove to
be huge for the Gamecocks this
season.
Head coach Steve Spurrier
spoke briefly with the media after
practice and praised the women’s
basketball team for earning a No.
1 seed and the baseball team for
beginning the season with an
impressive start.
He also said that redshirt senior
quarterback Dylan Thompson
has taken the role as the definite
starter like a true leader.
“He’s doing exactly what we
thought he’d do,” Spurrier said.
“ He’s been here f ive yea r s.
He’s ready to take charge and
encourage the guys.”
DG

After ending the indoor season at the NCA A
indoor championship last week, the South Carolina
men’s and women’s track teams will begin the outdoor
season in Myrtle Beach this weekend at the Shamrock
Invitational hosted by Coastal Carolina.
Six members of the women’s team earned AllAmerica honors after the lady Gamecocks fi nished
tied for 19th place at the NCAA championship.
Senior Jeannelle Scheper was named a first team
All-American for her second place finish in the high
jump. Redshirt sophomore Sarah Graham was named
a second team All-American after fi nishing 16th in
the pentathlon. The women’s 4-x-400 relay team
consisting of freshmen Precious Holmes, Marisa
Bellamy and Briana Haith and sophomore Tyler
Brockington received first-team recognition after
finishing seventh.
Scheper was not satisfied with her second-place
performances at the SEC and NCAA championships
and hopes to move ahead from the indoor season and
go for the win at the national outdoor championship.
“My placements were good from the outside
looking in, but for me personally, those weren’t my
best performances at NCAAs or SECs, so right now
I’m just taking the time to refocus and figure out
the small things that I need to fix to get back up and
where I need to be for outdoors,” Scheper said.
Graham, after an impressive performance at her
NCAA debut, will compete in the heptathlon in the
outdoor season. She hopes to improve on her events
across the board and end up back on the national
stage in June.
“Going into outdoor, I’m definitely looking
forward to getting back to nationals,” Graham said.
“They throw in the 200 and the javelin, so I’ll switch
to the hep(tathlon), throwing in two more events.
I’m looking to get some personal records across the
board, especially javelin, because it’s one of my weaker
events.”
Moving up five spots to finish seventh at the NCAA
championship, the young 4-x-400 quartet stepped up
to become one of the top relay teams in the nation.
Head coach Curtis Frye said he will look to
continue that success in the outdoor season.
“From the beginning of the season, I thought we’d
be one of the top teams in the country. Their youth
gives us a lot of promise. Watching them handle the
SECs and then the NCAAs gives us a good building
block going forward,” Frye said.
Going forward, the men’s team will look to rebound
after a disappointing season that was plagued by
injuries to some of the top performers on the team.
“Obviously once some of these guys come back and
get healthy, we can be more competitive, but I think
that our outdoor season will look much better for the
men than the indoor season,” Frye said.
DG
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Columbia building can
be rented with bitcoin
A Main Street building can now be rented using
bitcoin, The State reported.
Aaron Seekford will accept bitcoins as rent for
the top half of a building he owns, which has been
vacant for six months. The building is located at
1537 Main St., above Carolina Hair Studios.
Bitcoins are a form of digital currency made up
of lines of computer code. Although the future of
the online currency is uncertain, Seekford called
the idea an “experiment” and said he will see how
it goes. Because the actual value of bitcoins can
vary day by day, Seekford also said that the bitcoin
rate for the building could change every month.
He is planning to ask for about $3,640 a month.
—Sarah Martin, Assistant News Editor

Escaped inmate captured
Tuesday afternoon

14 students arrested
after high school fight

A n inmate who was being interviewed at the
Columbia police headquarters downtown Tuesday
escaped from a locked room and was later captured,
The State reported.
Justin Kyle Jenkins, 25, is being held on larceny
and shoplifting charges. Handcuffed to a desk and in
a room that was locked from the outside, he escaped
from the police headquarters after an investigator
finished interviewing him, according to a news
release from the Columbia Police Department. He
was not armed. Columbia police ofﬁcers searched
the building and the city with the help of a K9
Team. Jenkins was eventually found in the Elmwood
Cemetery, near Interstate 126.
—Sarah Martin, Assistant News Editor

Police arrested 14 students at Sumter High School
after a fight in the school cafeteria, The State
reported.
The fight took place on Tuesday at 8:30 in the
morning, and no weapons were involved. The Sumter
Police Department said in a release that students
were taken into custody and charged with disturbing
schools. The fight began between students, and
school resource ofﬁcers tried to break up the ﬁght
with help from Sumter police. The school was also
placed on temporary lockdown.
Tonyia McGirt of the Sumter Police Department
said that one student had a minor injury, and seven
of the students will be charged as adults. The
remaining seven students are juveniles.
—Sarah Martin, Assistant News Editor

Gant represents others, encourages involvement
Student leads multiple
organizations, looks to
serve others
Khadijah Dennis

NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Being idle is not Jasmine Gant’s
forte, and since she is involved in
Fraternity and Sorority Life and the
Association of Minority Pre-Health
Students, or AMPS, she doesn’t have
time to be.
Serving as the president of AMPS
and Zeta Sigma Chi sorority and
being the vice president of sororities
for the Multicultural Greek Board,
Gant thrives on having an active
lifestyle and giving back to others
through service and leadership.
“What motivates me is that I’m
an intrinsically caring person,” Gant
said. “Giving back motivates me to
continue to give back and do work
the way that I was raised.”
One of the biggest ways that Gant
gives back is through an annual event,
One Mic Night, which is a forum
that touches on the topic of domestic
Kamila Melko / THE DAILY GAMECOCK abuse. Since her second year, Gant
Jasmine Gant said she plans to keep working by helping has seen the small forum grow to ﬁll
others and giving back through service after graduation. the Russell House theater.

“We wanted to put on a quality
event,” G ant said. “Being t hat
domestic abuse is sort of a ‘hush hush’
topic, we wanted to do something
that was more than an open forum.”
She said t he event, wh ich is
held each fall, allowed A MPS to
be creative in how it approaches
t he topic of abuse and allowed
participants to feel empowered by
stories that are told through creative
talent and diverse voices.
“To have One Mic on a campus
such as ours where we’re constantly
hearing how we’re diverse and
how sexually conscious and gender
inclusive we are — we also hear the
more quiet reports like robberies,
crime and sex ual abuse,” Gant
said. “It’s wonderful to celebrate
university achievement, but if we’re
not taking on things that impact
our students and community in a
negative way, providing students
with a safe environment not just to
live but to think, the university is
giving students a disservice.”
As the topic of inclusion continues
to evolve at the university, Gant
hopes that One Mic N ight will
continue to do the same. Looking
back on the program’s start, she sees
incredible growth for the event in the

future. Eventually, she said, she’d like
to see it move into the Koger Center
and draw local leaders like Mayor
Steve Benjamin,
G a nt is a lso no st ra nger to
commitment and deadlines, unafraid
of t r y i ng somet h i ng new. For
example, serving as president of Zeta
Sigma Chi sorority wasn’t something
that she saw for herself years before.
“I’m one of those people that
once I decide to make that decision
to join a lifelong sisterhood, I took
that decision seriously,” Gant said.
“I was very fortunate to meet some
genuine people that embodied and
lived their principles every day. By
seeing their example, how could I
not aspire to be like that?” Gant said
she would continue to work toward
goals of inclusion, awareness and
community after she leaves USC. As
she prepares to graduate this August,
she encouraged others to get involved
and to take advantage of what college
has to offer.
“It’s not enough to just do,” Gant
said. “I want to be able to say that
what I did touched somebody, helped
somebody or got someone to see
something in a different perspective.”
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Are You Ready to Quit?
USC is tobacco-free as of
January 1

Tobacco cessation programs are
available on campus and in the
community.
Not ready to quit? We’ll help you
assess options and ﬁgure out the
next steps.
For information on the campus-wide policy and
treatment options: sc.edu/tobaccofreeusc
Campus Wellness also offers treatment resources:
Students: 803-576-9393
Faculty/staff: 803-777-6518

In support of Healthy Carolina
Improving student success
through healthy living
The University of South Carolina is an equal opportunity institution.
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Carolina Ball deserves USC’s full participation
ISSUE
The Carolina Ball needs to
meet its 600 ticket goal.
OUR STANCE
Students should rally to
support the cause.
Fo u r f o u r t h -y e a r US C
students are rallying together
to t h row t he second a n nual
Carolina Ball, a f undraising
event for local causes that they
dreamed up after attending the
Capitol Ball in Washington.
The focus of this year’s ball
is Martha Childress, the fi rstyear business student who was
tragically paralyzed after a stray
bullet struck her in Five Points
last fall. The four students have
even registered as an official
non-profit, so donors can take
e v e n m a d e t a x- d e d u c t a b l e
donations.
R o n Joh n s o n , C h i ld r e s s’
stepfather, says that proceeds
from the event will help offset
t he c o s t of a c a r de s ig ne d
specially for people who are
paralyzed, featuring brake and
acceler at ion cont rols on or
near the steering wheel. Last
year’s Carolina Ball brought in
250 attendees and $15,000 in
ticket sales, which sure sounds
prom ising for t he Childress
family.
However, this year’s Carolina

Ball is, so far, short of the ticket
sales it had last year. The effort
deser ves t he back i ng of t he
student body, and that’s where
we can step in.
T he C a r ol i n a B a l l ne e d s
proper st udent part icipat ion
in order to reach its lofty goal
of selling 600 tickets. That’s
a he f t y i n c r e a s e f r o m l a s t
year’s 250, but you’d think that
supporting such a worthy cause
would be more t han enough
reason to whip up that kind of
support.
Five Points establishments
like Pinch and Breaker’s have

“The Carolina Ball
needs proper student
participation in order
to reach its lofty
goal of selling 600
tickets. That’s a hefty
increase from last
year’s 250, but you’d
think that supporting
such a worthy cause
would be more than
enough reason to
whip up that kind of
support.”

been quick to climb on board
and show their support. The
bars will have drink specials
to attract customers, and have
been given tickets to sell, but
t he y st i l l need st udent s to
actually buy the tickets from
them. Granted, the tickets are
$40 and the Carolina Cup is the
following weekend, meaning
st udent s m ight not wa nt to
break the bank for the Carolina
Ball when they’ve already got
their eyes set on the races the
week after.
But this is a great opportunity
to support an immensely
deserving cause within the USC
communit y and have a great
night out doing it.
Maybe this year’s Carolina
B a l l h a s n’t b e e n a s w e l l
advertised and publicized as it
could have been and maybe it’s
had a damper put on it by snow
days, spring break and Carolina
Cup.
But this is a cause that’s worth
supporting, and it’s certainly
not too late for t he USC
community to take advantage
of t his opport unit y to make
a d i f ference when it rea l ly
matters.
$4 0 may not be pocket
change, but it’s a small price to
pay for the impact it could have.

Obamacare has its benefits, and flaws
Revisions needed to
realize full potential
W h i le few wou ld a rg ue
t hat some cha nge s to t he
U.S. health care system were
necessary, most agree that the
Affordable Care Act has many
negative aspects in addition to
its obvious positives.
The law has expanded health
insurance to roughly 31 million
additional Americans, but there
are implications of the law that
are having a negative effect on
all citizens, regardless of their
insurance status.
If you ask Democrats about
the ACA, you might hear about
how it provides near-universal
access to health insurance for
Americans.
If you ask Republicans, you’ll
l i k e l y he a r ab out how t he
insurance mandate is k illing
jobs and health care quality.
If you ask college students,
you m ight he a r ab out how
you can stay on your parents’
insurance until the age of 26, a
saving grace for many.
I f y o u a s k a he a lt h c a r e
professional, well, you will hear
a variety of opinions.
However, one major fault of
“Obamacare” that no one can
argue is the fact that patient
responsibility is not included in
the bill.
Work i n g w it h i n s u r a nc e

customers and patients on a
d a i l y b a s i s , I ’ve s e e n how
damaging this missing piece is
to the health care system.
T he new hea lt h c a re law
cha nged reimbu rsement
pol ic ies so t hat
hospitals and
providers can only
receive dividends
if pat ient s are
i mp r o v i n g up o n
c o m p le t i n g
treatment or
Steven
their disease
Asbill
is adequately
Fourth-year
controlled.
pharmacy
While this
student
sounds like
common sense,
t h i s g o a l i s not at t a i n able
without the patient doing his
or her part. No one can force
someone else to take a pill, nor
ca n someone force a not her
to diet and exercise. So why
should hospitals be penalized
for a diabetic patient choosing
not to make the proper lifestyle
changes? A lternatively, what
ab o u t a p at ie nt w it h h i g h
blood pressure not taking his
medicine?
These scenarios are examples
of added stress to the health
care system in the U.S. The
cost of treating these patients as
well as the possibly diminished
reimbursement is carried over
to other patients in the system.

Furthermore, patients who do
not make lifestyle changes may
need additional medication.
If that happens, the added
cost from those prescriptions
is t hen d ispersed across a l l
i nsu ra nce holders. Th is, i n
turn, increases cost for all of us.
On the fl ip side, people who
do make efforts on their own to
stay healthy should be rewarded.
This is also not included in the
new health insurance system.
W hy ca n’t t h i ng s l i ke g y m
memberships or other wellnessrelated activities be insurance
deductions or tax deductions?
Owning alpacas, relocating
a family pet and using
bodybuilder toning oil are all
ta x-deduct ible according to
MSN Money. W hen there is
no incentive to do what’s right,
people may opt out of doing
what they know to be best.
We, as a nat ion, have t he
highest health care costs as part
of our gross domestic product
in the world. Health care is not
a one-way street where all of
the responsibility is on someone
else. If these changes were to be
implemented, we as a country
would be much healthier in the
long run.

US should practice diplomatic
discretion, avoid spreading
its military forces thin
With what looks like war on the horizon in
Russia, it’s not hard to wonder what our role, if
any, will be in the coming weeks. As the globe’s
largest military power, currently maintaining
900 bases around the world, it seems natural
for the U.S. to step into the fray when a fight
breaks out.
Warring with Russia yet again may be in our
future, but as my parents always tried to teach
me growing up, you need to fi nish one thing
before starting something else.
Unfor t u nately, t he d if ference bet ween
President Barack Obama
mult itask ing beyond his
proficiency and me multitasking
beyond my prof icienc y is t hat
Oba ma won’t ju st leave ha lffinished arts and crafts projects
around the house.
I nstead of st rew n-about ar t
Emilie
supplies, he’ll require militar y
Dawson
men and women to give more
Third-year public of their time overseas separated
relations student
from their families.
Now comes the part where you
as the reader say, “But that’s what
they signed up to do when they joined the
military!” and we’re completely in agreement.
There are currently about 38,000 American
soldiers in Afghanistan, a country that we’ve
been “at war” with since 2001.
Obama has repeatedly made promises to
withdraw during his reelection, promising to
reduce to numbers like 10,000, but not much
has come to fruition.
The Afghanistan veterans I’ve talked to say
that combat forces are stagnant since officers
don’t want to send in their troops to potentially
be hurt or killed when they’re being told they’ll
come home soon.
So instead of t he classic image of brave
soldiers signing up to protect and serve and
taking out the enemy, we have soldiers on bases
far away doing computer or humanitarian
work. These ventures are admirable, but do
they require almost 40,000 people in a foreign
country?
W hile we’re sitting around talking about
what action should be taken in Syria, North
Korea or Russia, we should be asking when
we’re going to end America’s longest war.

WHAT’S YOUR TAKE?
Do you want your opinion voiced
in The Daily Gamecock? Contact
viewpoints@dailygamecock.com
for more information.

CONTACT INFORMATION

IT’S YOUR RIGHT
The goal of The Daily Gamecock’s
V ie w p oi nt s p age i s to st i mu l ate
discussion in the University of South
Carolina community. All published
authors are expected to provide logical
arguments to back their views.
The Daily Gamecock encourages
readers to voice opinions and offers
three methods of expression: letters to
the editor, guest columns and feedback
on dailygamecock.com.
Letters and guest columns should
be submitted via email to editor@
dailygamecock.com. Letters must be
200 to 300 words in length and include

Forget Russia: Let’s wrap
up in Afghanistan before
taking on new conflicts

Oﬃces located on the third ﬂoor of Russell House
the author’s name, year in school and
area of study.
We also invite student leaders and
USC faculty members to submit guest
columns. Columnists should keep
submissions to about 500 words in
length and include the author’s name
and position.
The editor reserves the right to edit
and condense submissions for length
and clarity, or not publish at all.
A ll subm issions become t he
property of The Daily Gamecock and
must conform to the legal standards of
USC Student Media.

CORRECTIONS
If you find an error in today’s edition of The Daily Gamecock,
let us know about it. Email editor@dailygamecock.com
and we will print the correction in our next issue.
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In bracket picks, statistics
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You might pick your favorite colors. Or most
unusual mascot (lumberjacks, anyone?). Hottest
point guard. Hottest cheerleaders. Best uniforms.
Your girlfriend’s mom’s cousin’s son’s alma mater.
Or maybe you actually like numbers — wins
and losses, margins of victory and defeat, RPI,
Elo and all that classic (sports) nerd stuff.
Or maybe your picking strategy is no strategy
at all. That’s cool, too. Your chances are probably
still as good as anybody’s to fill out the ideal
NCAA basketball tournament bracket correctly.
I n fact, g iven a 50 -50 probabil it y of a ny
team winning any game in the tournament,
statisticians say your chances of constructing
the perfect bracket are about 1 in 9.2 quintillion.
That’s one out of 9.2 billion times 1 billion. So,
good luck. (But for what it’s worth, a perfect
bracket could earn you a $1 billion check from
Quicken Loans and Warren Buffett.)
The odds may not be exactly in your favor
— the same could be said for any of the 132
Division I men’s and women’s teams vying for
t heir respect ive tournament championships
starting this week. But that’s no reason not to
play the game, said Brian Habing, a statistics
professor at USC.
“You can’t win if you don’t try,” he said. “Play
for the dream.”
Spor t s st at ist icia ns use a nu mber of
mat hemat ic a l for mu la s — w it h my r iad
combinations of variables such as a team’s winloss record, average opponent ranking, strength
of schedule and home-court advantage — to rate
teams and predict the probability of one team
beating another.
Among the stats-based tournament prediction
tools is the FiveThirtyEight forecasting model,
developed by acclaimed statistician Nate Silver,
who is famous for his accuracy in predicting
political elections. The model calculates each
team’s chances of advancing to each round based
on a composite of power rankings, preseason
rank ings, tournament seeding order, player

Illustration by Kelly Villwock / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

injuries and geography.
Statistically speaking, the odds are ugly for the
two men’s teams from South Carolina competing
in this year’s tournament field.
Silver’s model gives Wofford, the No. 15 seed
in the bracket’s Midwest region, only a 5 percent
chance of advancing to the third round over No.
2 Michigan. Coastal Carolina, the No. 16 seed
in the East, stands an even slimmer chance over
No. 1 Virginia, with a 4 percent probability of
advancing to the third round. The model predicts
both teams have less than a 1 percent chance
of making it to the Sweet Sixteen, much less
becoming national champions.
For that matter, no team’s statistical probability
of winning it all is greater than 15 percent. That
means that Louisville, the team surest to go
the furthest, according to the model, has an 85
percent chance of not being the nation’s best
team after all.

“I guess if it was easy, everyone would win every
year,” said Habing, who noted that intangible
variables like a team’s style of play and injuries
to significant players make statistics an imperfect
predictor.
He doesn’t let the numbers be his sole guide
when fi lling out a bracket.
“Being a statistician does not save you from
being superstitious,” he said.
That’s why he’ll let his gut guide his picks for
close statistical matchups, and he’ll probably
choose too many Big 10 teams just because he
likes them more, he joked.
“The thing about the tournament is if you’re
using your brain at all, you’ve probably got about
the same chance of winning as anyone else,”
Habing said. “So part of it should be the fun.”
DG

USC students ‘Yak’
anonymously on new
mobile app

Photo illustration by Jeremy Marshall Harkness / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

The newest social media app to take college campuses by storm, Yik Yak, allows users to post anonymous messages in a location-based forum, a freedom that some abuse.

‘Yik Yak’ hosts jokes, popular
culture references alongside slurs
Alex Buscemi

MIX@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

The latest social media app to
st i r up cont rover s y on col lege
campuses, Yik Yak, has made its way
to USC and other schools across the

Southeast.
T he f r e e s m a r t pho ne ap p i s
essentially a mobile incarnation of
Campus A nonymous, providing a
forum for users to post messages
without a trace of who they are.
Ya k k e r s c a n s ho o t o ut
200-character posts to 500 recipients
in the immediate area (the size of
the audience can be increased for

a few bucks), mak ing it ideal for
a communit y of young people in
close quarters with touchscreens
and itchy thumbs — this is, every
school in the country. It hit 100,000
users nationwide in February, just
three months after its launch.
A nd l i ke ever y on l i ne for u m
that hides users under the veil of
anonymity, Yik Yak has become a

breeding ground for racism, sexism,
religious arguments and trash talk
between Greek organizations.
The negative messages usually fall
along the lines of “[Insert fraternity
here] pees sitting down” or “[Insert
fraternit y here] can’t finish their
beer,” but sometimes Yik Yak goes
from playful jab to ugly hatred.
YIK YAK • 7

7
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Doodle in class? Like to draw?
Email mix@dailygamecock.com
about creating our daily comic.
Mondays

dailygamecock.com

boots & bows

YIK YAK • Continued from 6
“ L e t ’s e n s l a v e a l l t h e b l a c k
children and have them pick cotton,”
one reads.
M isog y ny also rounds out t he
more hurtful of the comments.
“People usually say funny things
that have no victim involved, but
some things that guys say about girls
is kind of messed up. People make
fun of my sorority sometimes and
call us fat,” said Sonora Hartzog,
a f irst-year business st udent and
member of Phi Mu. “People are
mean; they just say terrible things
about people that should be kept to
themselves.”
Yakkers with conﬂ icting religious
beliefs also use the app as a ring to
duke it out in the name of their god.
“Sometimes it gets pushed too
far. Making fun of other people’s
beliefs or forcing your own beliefs
on other people — I don’t like that
kind of stuff,” said first-year civil
engineering student Chris Collins.
“I think [Yik Yak] is a terrible thing.
It gives people too much power that
they don’t deserve.”
But Yik Yak isn’t all hate.
U S C ’s u s e r s s e e m t o s h o w
contempt for the trains in Columbia
more t han any group of people.
“This intersection looks like a nice
place to park,” read one of Monday’s
most popular, or “hot,” Yaks posted

under the name “Train.”
Users also start lots of comment
chains by post ing a quote f rom
a p o p u l a r mo v ie or T V s how.
Referencing t he f ilm “Step
Brothers,” one user’s question —
“DID WE JUST BECOME BEST
FRIEN DS??” — was followed by,
“Y UPP! DO YOU WA N N A DO
K AR ATE IN THE GAR AGE??”
“YUPP!”
Even some of the seemingly mean
comments are actually just back and
forth between friends poking fun at
one another, Collins says.
“I don’t mind the insults because
most of the time it’s just friends
mak ing fun of other friends,” he
said.
W h i le s o me u s e r s d i r t y t he
ap p w it h p o s t s t h at c r o s s t he
line, Yik Yak is still largely about
ha r m le ss f u n. Even a m idst t he
hate and conf lict between cliques,
t he “A ll-Time Greatest Yak” on
USC’s campus says it all about the
u nderly i ng bond USC st udent s
share and can’t help but revel in.
“[Like] this if you go to USC.
F--- Clemson,” it said. “Let’s get
more (likes) than them just so we
beat them in one more thing. Need
over 700. Leh go.”

follow us

@thegamecock
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EMPLOYMENT

EMPLOYMENT

EMPLOYMENT

HOUSING

Sodexo at THE NATIONAL
ADVOCACY CENTER is now
accepting applications for a
Part-time Front Desk Clerk.
Qualified applicants must
be able to work a flexible
schedule, including some
weekends. Most holidays off!
No phone call please!/apply in
person. Pick up Applications
Mon-Thurs. 8:30 Am-1:30 Pm
Sodexo Campus Services
National Advocacy Center
1600 Hampton Street
Hampton Street Cafe
(USC) Columbia, SC 29201
No phone calls please!/apply
in person. All applicants must
be able to pass a background
check and drug test!!
EEO AA/M/F/D/V
If student please attach class
schedule and must be able to
work summer as well.

NOW HIRING & TRAINING
SWIMMING INSTRUCTORS!
Pay starts @ $10.25 per hour.
Free Training and Certification.
Email your current availability
or class schedule and any
qualifications you may have to
Jim Reiser at
jreiser@swimprofessor.com
Email jreiser@swimprofessor.
com

STORE CLERK
PEOPLES PAWN SHOP
INC SEEKING PART TIME
YOUNG PERSON, WILL
WORK AROUND CLASS
SCHEDULE, MUST BE ABLE
TO LIFT HEAVY OBJECTS,
WELL GROOMED, HONEST,
RELIABLE, ABLE TO PASS
CRIMINAL BACKGROUND
CHECK, APPLY IN PERSON
MON THRU FRI. 9AM TO 2PM
SEE JON 1324 ASSEMBLY
ST, COLA 803-256-1888
Email peoples9@bellsouth.net

2 Bedroom 2 bath Condo on
Greene Street
Oversize condo for 2 at
Place On The Greene. All
appliances including washer
and dryer. Great view. Walking
distance to USC, Chik-fil-a,
Starbucks, groceries. Secure
keyed entry and covered
parking. Cute kitchen and
large bathrooms. Lease starts
first week of August. Call or
text Mike @ 413-2516. Nice
place to live.
Email adzonni@aol.com

MORE CLASSIFIEDS ONLINE

PHD • JORGE CHAM
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Mary Kay Products
To order Mary Kay products
visit www.marykay.com/
yasmeenf and have them
shipped free to you and take
an additional 20 percent off
your order. Feel free to call
(803) 363-9689 for details.
yasmeenf2013@gmail.com
Email fareedy@email.sc.edu

DAILYGAMECOCK.COM/CLASSIFIEDS

THE SCENE
TODAY
COLUMBIA DRUM MAFIA
7 p.m., $5
Conundrum Music Hall,
626 Meeting St.
KOJI / IVADELL / NEPOTISM /
ANDREW JERNIGAN
7:30 p.m., $6 over 21 / $8
under 21
The New Brookland
Tavern, 122 State St.

TOMORROW

our

APP

WILD PONIES / ELIZABETH CAMERON
8 p.m., $12 advance / $15 at door
Conundrum Music Hall, 626
Meeting St.
MIDDLE CLASS RUT / DINOSAUR PILEUP / BRICK + MORTAR / COVER OF AFTERNOON
7:30 p.m., $10 advance / $13 day of show
The New Brookland Tavern, 122 State St.

for iPhone and Android

3/19/14

YOUR CAROLINA CUP HEADQUARTERS FOR MEN AND WOMEN

2818 Devine Street 803-771-2700
ACROSS
1 PC screens
5 Bumbling types
9 Washer or dryer:
Abbr.
13 Banister
14 “Deck the Halls”
syllables
15 Cuba, to Castro
16 *Start of a Jackie
Gleason
“Honeymooners”
catchphrase
19 Capone
associate Frank
20 Political satirist
Mort
21 Pale
23 “Be right with
you!”
25 Moe, Curly or
Larry
28 Space-saving
abbr.
29 *Vivaldi classic,
with “The”
33 Pot-scrubbing
brand
34 Fencing sword
35 King with a
golden touch
36 *Cat’s blessing,
so it’s said
39 Brainstorms
42 Company with a
“swoosh” logo
43 “The Racer’s
Edge”
46 *Tennessee Ernie
Ford hit about
coal mining
49 Musician’s asset
50 Big name in tea
51 New Orleans
university
53 Orch. section
54 Coarse ﬁle
58 Pantyhose that
came in a shell
59 What the starred
answers start
with
63 Upscale hotel
chain
64 Potatoes’ partner
65 Post-Christmas
retail event
66 Bog fuel
67 Hwy. accident
respondents
68 Managed care
gps.

follow us
@thegamecock

DOWN
1 Chums
2 Met by chance
3 Men’s wear
accessories
4 Bandits in
Vegas?
5 More than
occasionally, to a
bard
6 Oohs’ partners
7 Circus insect
8 Scout uniform
component
9 Help
10 Free TV ad
11 Layered building
material
12 Layered
ristorante
offering
17 Feudal estate
18 “Do it, or __!”
22 Loch of legend
24 Filmmaker Ethan
or Joel
26 Domesticated
27 Sufﬁx with
psych
30 Ivy League sch.
in Philly
31 Got going again,
as a ﬁre
32 Fancy watch
36 NHL part: Abbr.
37 “Understood”

For solutions to
today’s puzzle,
go to
dailygamecock.com

or download our
app!

38 Dryer outlet
39 Followers: Suf.
40 Low-cal soda
41 Radical
43 Company
associated with
the alcoholic “7”
in a “7 and 7”
44 Citrus hybrid
45 Gets the creases
out of
47 Brontë’s
“Jane __”
48 “Star Trek”
helmsman
52 Dog restraint

55 Zenith
56 Goblet feature
57 Jr.’s exam
60 Cell “messenger,”
brieﬂy
61 Tailor’s
concern
62 Fourths of gals.

3/19/14

1 2 3 4

For solutions to
today’s puzzle,
go to
dailygamecock.com

or download our
app!
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Check out our sports blog:

on dailygamecock.com
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Students had the opportunity to sample traditional dishes from an array of cultures.
WORLD • Continued from 1
twist on the famous song “Cups” with
an infusion of Bengali music, and
the USC MOKSHA dance rendition
of Ta r z a n blende d B ol l y wo o d ,
Bhangra, Garba, Bharata Natyam
and hip-hop in its routine.
Despite t he va r iet y of t he
presentations, every performance
focused on promoting understanding
and celebrating the diversity of the
student body.
“I think it’s a great celebration
of different cultures,” said Rachel
Smoak , a second-year chemistry and
chemical engineering student.
In addition to showcasing different
cult ures, t he event also allowed
international students to connect
with one another.
“T he I nter nat iona l St udent
A ssociation promotes awareness,

BALL • Cont from 1
founders are planning
to graduate this year,
they found themselves
r e c r u it i n g y o u n g e r
st udent s to carr y on
the legacy they hope to
leave.
“We want to instill
a sense of giv ing
t o p e o p l e e a r l y,”
Facciobene said. “It’ll

and it’s also a place where you feel
like you’re at home. Ever yone is
coming from a different culture,
and it’s a way for people to help
each other out,” said Nabil Khan,
who participated in the Dark Horse
Eskrima demonstration.
The participants also celebrated
the World Night’s 15th anniversary
a n d h i g h l i g h t e d t h e e v e n t ’s
success in promoting diversity and
broadening students’ world views
since its establishment.
“I rea l ly encou rage people
to come out to ISA events,” said
Tat iana Guarin, who performed
i n SA L A’s l i mb o da nce. “ It ’s a
great opportunity to get a broader
perspective.”

g ive t hem a star t ing
point for being
generous and donating
throughout their life.”
But for their last year
at USC , Facc iob ene
sa id t hat af ter all of
t he planning, he and
his friends are looking
forward to their second
ball.
“We t hink t hat it’s
better to have an event

DG

where people can go
a nd h a v e f u n w h i le
t h e y ’r e s u p p o r t i n g
a g o o d c au s e ,”
Facc iobene sa id. “ I f
you’re having a good
time, it’s going to be
memorable.”
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says
“Wear sunscreen
every day to
prevent skin cancer!”

